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WESSEMHION IN THE "PEACL” MOVEM:

I. Jtatements have beon woade from time to time
that the disagresments is the W PC during 1958 reflocted
& Sovist-Chinese divergeace. bat there is no firm,
direct evidence that such was the case, Existence of con-
fiict betwesn the Westera “peace” partisans from "lme
! periaiist” countries on the one hand snd the Afro~
Asians, -~ and, more importantly, the Chinese Compunists --
on the other hand, was definitely observable, and wna
opanly ackaowledgod by Kuo Mo-jo.®

£. The articie by Romash Chandrs In Rew Age,
15 March 1959, points to » szbetantial gala for the "anti-
colonialist” faction of the WP C as agalnst the West
Europeans at the Moscow Bursivu meeting in Tebrasry,
insofar ae the WPC i3 no longer "a large Zuropean mova-
mient. . .i but rather, ./ a truly international movement™
in which mﬁutmriﬂiam is accorded an tmportance
at leaast &% grest as the 'Peace” campaign in the Wesi.

* de can say for certaln thal &e long 2s colonialism
wxiots, there can he a0 lasting peace in the worid....
Jome {rieads think that the moverneat azalust colonialis »
and for astionsl independence binders the movement for
prace. We think these friends have not taken inle account
ail the aspecis of the gasstion. The asti-colanialist move~
maat {9 Bt mercly & movement to be carried out in
coionies or semi-colonles, it sheuld also become 2 move-
ment withia the colonialist countries.” {(Speech to Stock.
holm Congress, 15 July 1958). Kao repeated this argu-
maent in a speech in Pekiog en 5 Auguast 19358,
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3. Bat the Bursaa dscisions alse include slemests
of compromise, The Wasterners may no loager lopose
“avey-simple” formalas and a "slagle crotradised actlon”,
bat, on the sther hand, Buy, iike tha Alro-Asians and
Latin Ammerickas, ars 10 balld thely “poace ° movemom s
aa “tesass mont desply sffecting the masers” in their
own eountries, It wesld 2 60 apposr that the opposing
factions were unable to sgres apon & single candidaie
for the presidency of the ¥ PC and were obligsd to fall
back spos & ~“Presiding Committes™, backed up ﬁy 3
‘more elfective and political world Seereteriat.” Thus,
although the Wasternsrs lost their key organisational
position by the death of Jollat-Curie, they wers not fur«
thar bhamilisted by tha selection of an Afro-Asise pres-
ideat, f coarse, the axteut to which the “antl-caloni-
alists™ Dave galoed depends partly oun the composition and
orgaaisatios of the 'Presidiang Comesittes™ and of e
strengthened Jecretariat. It waald be sigaificant Uf thr
Astans {at cl) moved into & strongey position in the Sec-
retariat, than the Westzyners, but it s anilkely that the
Spoiods would surrender their uitimate control fwhether
anercised overtly or from behind the scencs).

é. Another indication of compromise at the Moscow
meeting conceras the guestioa of “regienalisation” of the
WPC, A propassl to develop ragloasl “peace” councils
was rejected st the Steckhsim Congress so the grouad
thai it wouid weakes the B PC. At Mescow, according to
Chawdea, it was decided that “the universs! movemant sod
the rogienal movemnents ncting together, complemaniary
to each ether, could help to carey the pecples forward.™

5, B is difficalx to traasiate the sonflict betwoun
e T esterseys and the “ati-colonlalists” into & dgiregt
joviet-Chinese conflict. Ths Chinese sttituds ownrd
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Algeris, which was at {ssao betwaen the ¥Fosterners and
s Afre~Asians of the New Delhl meeting, for sxample,
is an sacertaln lndicator. Does the Soviet feiiare te
recognise the 'provisicasl governmeat” of the FLN, in
contrast with Pekisg's precipitant recognltion, represeat
& rvesl divergence, or merely & asaace of tactice” Givea
the growing sophistication of the Iaterastisns! Communist
Movement, there ascms 1o bs a0 cotnpelliag resson for
the Chinese Communists to {ollow the Sovist lzad in thelr
traatment of Oe Gaalle and Algeria, ner {or Moscow to
copy Poking, for that matter. No doubl in & crisis,
dlycumatance 8 might forece both of them to adopt an
tdeatical Hae, and also, to some extent, 2lerments of

the interastional movement are distarbed or embarrassed
by the tactics of the USSR on the one hand or the CPR en
the ather. Nevertheless, iz existing circumstances,

this éifferonce botween the two geomms mwre tactical and
complementary thaa basic, in the same seanse that
Ehrushchev so adroitly combines and aternstes throats
with “pesce™ gestures without departing from = siagie line
of mrategy.

6. Another featars of the conilict laithe WPC dariag
i55% waa the belllcosity of the Chinese represantativesn.,
Kan Mo-jo's apsech ot the Stockholms Congress in Jaly
{“we are not afzald of war™) shocked some of the delegates
snd becmme kaown 22 the “bomb" speach. It really was
ue dapartare from Mao's “paper tiger” line datiag from
1946, and Mdao himself bad satd “we are aot afraid”’ of
war iz his report 'On the Correct Handling of Contradic-
tions Ameong the People’ in February 1957, It i2 sasy io
ses why the Chinege line upsects the Westera “poaga”
partisans, aad it is true that quantitatively. Chinese propa~
groda has exceeded the Seviet ia sword-rattling, but agaia,
these are ambigoous tadicators for the problem of
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significant Sino-3oviet disagreement. The decline in

the volame of “paper tiger'’ prepaganda since Novembsr -
December 1958 sbould not obacure the fact thet, on the
oae hand, Chiness Comnunt st poiicy statements con-
tinue to be profouadly anti- western and intransigeat,

or en the other, that Sovist statements (2.g.. st the 218t
CPsU Congress) differ froro the Chinese €I at all) oniy

in toas and not tn substauce.

7. From all this, and lsckiag conciasive contrary
evidence, it is bardly posasible to deduce that a sig-
aificant disagreemeat curreatly exins between Moscow
and Peking., It s clear that the "antl~colcalalists™
have won & peint against the Westerners ia the matier of
the role and character of the world "pekce” movement.
The latter may raakie, aad [uture events {(broaght close,
parhaps, by the Sovist-UAR guarrel over Irag) may re-
vive the confliict, but meaawhile, the Westernors may
be conseled by the compromise line adopted at the Moscow
Bureas meeting.

%. By taking on the “anti-colonislist”’ llne, the “peace”
movement is perceptibly revolationized. This is 2 signif-
lcant departare from sStallu's well-knowa strictare in 1954
ef the roie of the movement. It s achleved by interposing
straggle for the goal of 'aational liberatioa” -« the firet
stage of the Chlnese~style two-stage revelation -~ 25 &
iepitimate function of the movement.
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DISSENSION IN THE "PEACE" MOVEMENT
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sanpRrRing Fhatements mA%Z from time to time that the disagreementss , ,
in the WPC during 1958 reflected a Soviet-Chinese divergence, wia - BE8N, 1T ”I%W“‘
no firm, direct evidence that such was the case. Existence of conflict be~
tween the Western "peace" partisans from "imperialist! countries on the one -
hand and the Afro-Asians, -~ and, more importantly, the Chinese Communists -=-
on the other hand, was definitely observable, and was openly acknowledged by
Kuo Mo=jo.s

0
2+ The article by Romesh Chandra in New Age, 15 Marc s points to a sub-

stantial gain for the "anti-colonialist" faction of the WPC‘as against the

West Europeans at the lMoscow Bureau meeting in February, insofar as the WPC

is no longer "a large European movement. . . /but rathe:;7 a truly international
movement" in which anti-imperialism is accorded an importance at least as great
as the 'peace' campaign in the West.

3B &

A 3. But the Bureau decisionsf;lso include elements of compromise. The
Westerners may no longer impose '"fver-simple" formulae and a "single centralized
action", but, on the other hand, they, like the Afro-Asians and Latin Americans,
are to build their "peace" movements on "issues most deeply affecting the
masses" in their own countries. It would also appear that the opposing factions
were unable to agree upon a single candidate for the presidency of the WPC and
were obliged to fall back upon a "Presiding Commititee", backed up by a "more
effective and political world Secretariat." Thus, although the Westerners lost
their key organizational position by the death of Joliot-Curie, they were not
further humiliated by the selection of an Afro-Asian president. Of course, the
extent to which the "anti~colonialists" have gained depends partly,on the com-
position and organization of the "Presiding Committee" and of the WoeHMe=Bil Sec~
retariat. It would be significant if the Asians (et al. moved into a

?tronger
position in the Secretariat than the Westerners, but it is unlikely that the
Soviets would surrender their ultimate control (whether exercised overtly or

from behind the scenes).

L. Another indication of compromise at the Moscow meeting concerns the
question of "regionalization" of the WPC., A proposal to develop regional tpeace®t
councils was rejected at the Stockholm Congress on the ground that it would
weaken the WPC. At Moscow, according to Chandra, it was decided that "the uni-
versal movement and the regional movements acting together, complementary to each
other, could help to carry the peoples forward."

#*  "We can say for certain that as long as colonialism exists, there can be no
lasting peace in the world....Some friends think that the movement against colo~
nialism and for national independence hinders the movement for e ace. We think
these friends have not taken into account all the aspects of the question., The
anti-colonialist movement is not merely a movement to be carried out in colonies

or semi-colonies, it should also become a movement within the colonialist countries.®
(Speech to Stockholm Congress, 18 July 1958). Kuo repeated this ergument in a
speech in Peking on 6 August 1958.
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5, It is difficult to translate the conflict between the Westerners and
the "anti-colonialists! into a direct Soviet-Chinese conflict. The Chinese
attitude toward Algeria, which was at issue between the Westerners and the
Afro-Asians at the New Delhi meeting, for example, 1s an uncertain indicator.
Does the Soviet failure to recognize the "“provisional government" of the FLN,
in contrast with Peking's precipitant recognition, represent a real divergence,
or merely a nuance of tactics? Given the growing sophistication of the Inter-
national Communist Movement, there seems to be no compelling reason for the
Chinese Communists to follow the Soviet lead in their treatment of De Gaulle
and Algeria, nor for Moscow to copy Peking, for that matter. No doubt in a
crisis, circumstances might force both of them to adopt an identical line, and
also, to some extent, elements of the international movement are disturbed or
embarrassed by the tactics of the USSR on the one hand or the CPR on the other.
Nevertheless, in existing circumstances, this difference between the two seems
more tactical and complementary than basic, in the same sense that Khrushchev so
adroitly combines and alternates threats with "peace" gestures without depart-
ing from a single line of strategy.

6. Another feature of the conflict in the WPC during 1958 was the bellico-
sity of the Chinese representatives. Kuo Mo-jo's speech at the Stockholm Congress
in July ("we are not afraid of war") shocked some of the delegates and became
known as the ""bomb" speech. It really was no departure from Mao's "paper tiger®
line dating from 1946, and Mao himself had said "we are not afraid" of war in
his report "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People" in Feb-
ruary 1957. It is easy to see why the Chinese line upsets the western "peace"
partisans, and it is true that quantitatively, Chinese propaganda has exceeded
the Soviet in sword-rattling, but again, these are ambiguous indicators for the
problem of significant Sino~Soviet disagreement. The decline in the volume of
tpaper tiger" propaganda since November-December 1958 should not obscure the
fact that, on the one hand, Chinese Communist policy statements continue to be
profoundly anti-Western and intransigent, or on the other, that Soviet statements
(evgey at the 21st. CPSU Oonﬁress) dlffe (if at all) only in tone and not in
substanc%’gfrom the Chlnese.‘ﬁ_‘4“4
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7. From all this, and lacking conclusive contrary evidence, it is hardly
possible to deduce that a significant disazreement currently exists between
Moscow and Peking. It is clear that the "anti-colonialists" have won a point
against the Westerners in the matter of the role and character of the world "peace™
movement., The latter may rankle, and future events (brought close, perhaps, by
the Soviet-UAR quarrel over Iraq) may revive the conflict, but meanwhile, the

Westerners may be consoled by the compromise line adopted at the Moscow Bureau

meeting.
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8. By taking on the "anti~-colonialist" line, the "peace" movement is
perceptibly revolutionized. This is a significant departure from Stalin's
well-known stricture in 1952 of the role of the movement. It is achieved by
interposing struggle for the goal of "national liberation" -- the first stage

of the Chinese-style two-stage revolution -- as a legitimate function of the
novement.
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